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Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS
• Fri. Sept 10- Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 8:30 

a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Sat. Sept 11  - 11:00 am -Serra Meets Check website for Zoom invite. Serra Meets.   
• Tues. Sept 14 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 

7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Sat.  Sept. 25 -  5 p.m. Blue Mass at Co-Cathedral, honoring law enforcement 
• Sun. Sept. 26 -  3:00 pm 50th Wedding Anniversary Mass at Co-Cathedral 
• Mon. Sept 27 -  6:30 p.m. monthly meeting at Italiano’s.  Speaker TBA 
• Oct. 7-10, Serra International Convention in Chicago 
• Oct. 23 5:30 p.m. - White Mass honoring the medical profession at  
• Dec. 13 -  Annual Christmas party and recommitment at the Manor House in the 

Barrington 
NOTE:  Beginning  January 2022, monthly meetings at Italiano’s  

will be the 3rd Monday of  the month 

SEPTEMBER MONTH OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS 

The title, Our Lady of  Sorrows, given to our Blessed Mother focuses on her 
intense suffering and grief  during the passion and death of  our Lord. Traditionally, 
this suffering was not limited to the passion and death event; rather, it comprised 
the 7 dolors or 7 sorrows of  Mary, which were foretold by the Priest Simeon who 
proclaimed to Mary, This child [Jesus] is destined to be the downfall and the rise of  many in 
Israel, a sign that will be opposed and you yourself  shall be pierced with a sword so that the 

thoughts of  many hearts may be laid bare (Luke 2:34-35). These 7 sorrows of  our Blessed Mother included the 
flight of  the Holy Family into Egypt; the loss and finding of  the child Jesus in the Temple; Mary's 
meeting of  Jesus on His way to Calvary; Mary's standing at the foot of  the cross when our Lord was 
crucified; her holding of  Jesus when He was taken down from the cross; and then our Lord's burial. In 
all, the prophesy of  Simeon that a sword would pierce our Blessed Mother's heart was fulfilled in these 
events. For this reason, Mary is sometimes depicted with her heart exposed and with 7 swords piercing 
it. More importantly, each new suffering was received with the courage, love, and trust that echoed her 
fiat, let it be done unto me according to Thy word, first uttered at the Annunciation.                                                                 
                   Our Lady of Sorrows

https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/the-feast-of-our-lady-of-sorrows.html
https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix

I hope those who travelled during summer to visit family or just to see new places had a great 
time. I had a great vacation in Nigeria in July so much so that my four-week vacation felt like 
three days. Thanks for your prayers. I like to 
share part of  my vacation experience with 
you. More than the pandemic, the insecurity 
in Nigeria was what I was afraid of  as I 
planned my trip but thank God, I was safe. I 
flew Lufthansa from Houston to Abuja with 

a layover in Frankfurt. Wearing mask in the plane for 10 
hours to Frankfurt and 6 hours to Abuja was not convenient 
but it was necessary for everyone to keep each other safe. My 
most memorable time was the privilege of  baptizing 
Raymond, my two-month-old nephew in the chapel of  my 
home parish. I spent most of  my vacation with my parents in 
my village. Mom made sure I ate fresh and good food every day. I went with Dad to the farm on few 
occasions. He was excited to bring back from the farm new yam and fresh maize/corn, and vegetables for us 
to eat. I celebrated Sunday Masses at my home parish, and I shared with them my life as a missionary priest. I 
pray some of  young ones answer the call to the religious life or the priesthood someday. I was happy to meet a 
young novice from my parish who came home on two-week vacation to prepare for her first profession which 
took place on August 6th.  

Our priests and religious come from the family. Most of  the time, members of  the family are the ones that feel 
the most joy at the ordination or religious profession of  those called from among them. When the priest or 
religious dies, it is also the family that feel the most pain of  the loss. I had a priest friend who died 21 years 
ago. I used to visit him as a seminarian. He loved his priesthood and his parishioners. The night before his 
death, we had dinner together in his parish. I was visiting him to let him know that I was just ordained a 
deacon and my priestly ordination will be in six months. He was very excited about the news and promised to 
attend my priestly ordination in Abuja. I asked if  he would preach at the thanksgiving Mass after my priestly 
ordination. He said it would be an honor for him to do it. After dinner we went to our separate rooms to sleep 
but he died in his sleep that night. It was a rude shock for me, and I still don’t understand how and why it 
happened that way. His mother was devastated and so were his siblings and his parish family.  

As I spent time with my family during my vacation, I thought about the family of  this priest friend. I was not 
sure if  his mother was still alive (his father died before I met him). I made some inquiries and found out that 
she was still alive. I drove about two hours from my home to hers. She is now in her early 90s and she looked 
frail. I shared with her the lasting impressions her late son had on me. My presence brought her joy but at the 
same time I could see she is still in pain over the death of  her priest son. I prayed with her and gave her some 
gifts and promised to stay in touch with her. I then thought of  the parents of  Fr. Ryan Stawaisz who died in 
Houston few days before I traveled on vacation. I commend these parents and those who mourn the loss of  a 
beloved priest or religious to the comforting arms of  our Blessed Mother who had to carry the body of  her 
son Jesus Christ in her arms after he was brought down from the cross. May Jesus Christ who is the 
resurrection and the life, be their comfort! Amen. 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

Mark

What is truth?  This ques)on from Pon)us Pilate during his interroga)on of 
Jesus at first, seems laughable.  Before Pilate stands the very essence of truth, 
yet he is completely blind to it. Posi)on, pride, and circumstance have blinded 
him spiritually just as surely as the scales that covered Saul’s eyes blinded him 

physically on the road to Damascus.  Both men were 
instruments of God, both were blinded spiritually, yet we know that Saul 
found redemp)on and conversion though Christ. 

What is Truth? Amid a myriad of issues, compe)ng interests offer us 
their version of the truth so, the answer to this seemingly simple 
ques)on can be difficult to discern within the squall of informa)on and 
disinforma)on available. While the answer to each issue may not be 

easily arrived at, the vehicle for arriving at the truth is the same. Jesus. 
We can only discern the truth through the prism of Christ. The chaos of the world today 
provides ample mo)va)on to seek the truth through prayer and reflec)on. Are we being 
called to prayer? Are we answering that call? Trus)ng Jesus and finding Jesus in each issue 
can be challenging, but the closer you get to Jesus, the closer you will be to the truth.   

Like Pilate, one can find themselves staring at the truth and not recognizing it. Allowing 
worldly distrac)ons to take precedence can obstruct our pathway to truth and the peace 
that can only be found in Christ.  May each of us, like Saul, be instruments of God’s will and 
find truth, conversion, and redemp)on through Jesus. 

On a personal note, I want to thank Bruce Farmer, our President-Elect, for stepping up to 
aUend and preside over Serra events that I was unable to aUend for a variety of reasons. 
Thank you, Bruce, and thank you to all who prayed for us aVer we were exposed yet again 
to the Covid virus.  Through the grace of God, we tested nega)ve, our grandchildren have 
recovered, and my daughter is on the mend.  Bruce will also preside over our September 
mee)ng as I will be away on business, worldly distrac)ons indeed. 
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MONTHLY MEETING   FATHER WAYNE LY GUEST SPEAKER 

YES, I WANT YOU TO BE MY PRIEST 

Father Wayne Ly heard these words one evening as he prayed for guidance, but the path to priesthood was not an easy 
route.   This 26 year old young man, before hearing these words, thought he had his life planned.  As a person who 
planned methodically, he knew his purpose in life was to be a father,  have a big house, beautiful wife, and  lots of  
children, and be economically comfortable living on the residuals from his work as an insurance agent and registered 
representative.   We are so grateful that God had other plans for him.  Father Wayne shared his life story with us at the 
latest monthly meeting and inspired us to trust in the Lord and listen to His plan.   

Father Wayne’s life story began with his mother, who at the age of  18, after several 
attempts, including imprisonment, finally escaped to Malaysia from Vietnam.  She married 
and a few years later, husband, wife and young Wayne came to the USA to reside in 
Pennsylvania.   The marriage ended in divorce and Father Wayne’s mother traveled to 
Texas with him and his young brother.   Growing up was not easy.  Mother, to support her 
children, worked two and sometimes three jobs, so Father Wayne took care of  some of  the 
household chores along with his younger brother, as well as being responsible for getting 
himself  and his brother to school. Because of  mom’s work schedule, there were no family 
dinners, and Father Wayne at a young age yearned for a life of  family gatherings.   There 
was no religious upbringing at this time.  His father was a Buddhist, and mother was too 
busy working to add faith to her many list of  responsibilities.  But then, when Father Wayne 
was 13 years old she decided the family should go to Mass, and he finally received First 
Holy Communion in 8th grade. While in 10th grade he went to a Confirmation retreat and 
for the first time believed that God loved him.  He felt the call to COME BACK. 

After high school graduation he attended U of  H, and worked in the financial service 
industry to begin his goal of  being financially secure.   He soon realized to reach his goal of  
house, wife, kids, he needed to work full time in the financial service industry and so he left school and worked for a 
company full time.  He was very successful and beginning to see that his goal could be reached.  The office co-workers 
were  strong Christians and invited him to attend Bible study sessions.   Studying the Bible as an adult for the first time, 
he was immensely moved by the word of  God.   His co-workers, loved Jesus, were married, and were happy.  Was this 
the life for him?   Should he change to be a Protestant?  So the research part of  his brain, set him researching the many 
religions, and he realized that there was only one founded by Jesus Christ -  the church that was his church, the 
Catholic church.   

He began reading the early Church Fathers as well as recent scholars such as Scott Hahn and began re-discovering his 
faith.   Little by little, he began to attend daily Mass, going to the Sacrament of  Reconciliation weekly, sought a 

spiritual director, attending adoration, and bringing himself  closer to the church.   

His meetings with his Spiritual Director, Fr. Paul Choyanec and meeting Sister Bernadette 
Nguyen O.P., began his questioning - Why Are They So Happy?   He discovered that GOD FILLS 
them,  and the happiness shines through.   He wants happiness.  Is house, wife and children  his 
path to happiness,  or ? 

He volunteered for the church teaching religious Confirmation classes and found great peace and 
joy in this role.  Then one evening after a fruitless day at work, he called the Lord and asked him 
to tell him if  He wanted him to serve Him as a priest.  And almost immediately heard, Yes, I 
want you to be my Priest!  Father Wayne was 26 years old when he joined the Seminary and 

now realizes , yes, he has a house and family, with lots of  kids!   
And we, his parishioners, are blessed that he listened to the Lord’s call. 
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MONTHLY MEETING IS IMPORTANT TO NOURISH OUR SOULS WITH FELLOWSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP 

Flo and David Schlesinger, parents 
of  Eileen Benvegnu, celebrated their 

63rd wedding anniversary!

Forty-seven Serrans and friends were part of  this monthly meeting

Bruce Farmer 
led the 
meeting in 
Mark’s 
absence.

Fr. Felix and Fr. Wayne welcoming Seminarian David 
Ramirez as he begins his pastoral year at St. Martha
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ARCHDIOCESE  NEWS   

Serra Convention

SERRA INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Serra International Convention meets in Chicago  -   October 7-10

Click on the following links for more information:  Convention agenda

It is not too late to register for the Convention.   
Click on the following links for more information .

Blue Mass honoring Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice Personnel Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart 
The annual Blue Mass honoring all law enforcement, criminal justice personnel, support staff, and their families will be 
celebrated at the Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart on Saturday, Sept. 25, at 5 p.m.  

50th Wedding Anniversary Jubilee Mass Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart 
This ceremony will be held on Sunday, September 26, 2021, at 3:00 pm, to honor couples celebrating their 
Golden Anniversary of  marriage in the Catholic Church. Given the precautions we are taking in these times, all 
jubilarian couples in their 50th anniversary are asked to register online. 
We will provide Anniversary Certificates and special recognition to all couples providing Catholic Wedding Certificates 
from 1971. Virtual participation is also available for those who are unable to participate in person per health concerns. 
The cost is $25 per couple. Which provides you with an archdiocesan certificate of  your anniversary, a special issue 
Worship Aid, and a commemorative pin. Learn more https://www.archgh.org 

White Mass for Catholic Healthcare Workers. Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart 
October 23, 2021 @ 5:30 p.m. 
Reception & Talk with Fr. Tad Pacholcyk, Ph.D. from the National Catholic Bioethics Centre 
Register to attend the White Mass reception at White Mass 

Meet Our New Deacons

Dcn. Luis Garcia Dcn. Jacob Ramirez Dcn. Christopher Meyer

https://www.serrainternational.org/sites/default/files/2021%20Convention%20Schedule%20v.2.docx.pdf
https://www.cvent.com/d/hmqz8t
https://www.serrainternational.org/news/serra-international-convention-be-held-oct-7-10-2021-chicago
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People touched by God with a special holiness are precious gifts. Although Angel would humbly 
deny it, he is certainly one. Doug and I met Angel after daily mass at St. Martha’s on July 2. This 
was very special because as members of  his Adopt a Seminarian team, we had had a bumpy road 
trying to connect with him during the previous academic year. At breakfast, we learned that 
Angel’s evolving response to God’s call had made him reluctant to respond to us although he 
repeatedly spoke of  how much the Spiritual Bouquet card, the letters, gifts, and prayerful support 
of  Serrans had given him the grace to make difficult choices. Angel credits his mother’s faith and 
support as giving him the foundation to know and love God. He was very active in the Newman 
Center and St. Mary’s while studying at A&M. After graduation, he went on to be a member of  
the Focus Team there. It was during this time that he met several Norbertines, and later talked with Frater Lazarus 
McDonald, originally of  St. John of  the Cross, and was drawn to their spirituality. He credits Deacon Chris Meyer, 
Father McNeillie, and the need for parish priests for drawing him into diocesan formation. During his first semester at 
Holy Trinity Seminary in Irving, he continued to feel pulled in both directions. After much prayer and spiritual 
direction, Angel left the Seminary and went home with the expectation of  working to pay off  his college loans before 
applying to the Norbertine’s St. Michael’s Abby in Silverado, CA. After several attempts at jobs which refused to 
honor his requirement of  time off  to worship on Sundays, he humbly surrendered to God’s providence and solicited 
financial assistance from the Catholic community. He has currently raised $22,335 of  the $25,000 that he needs. God 
is good all the time.  
We’ve all been blest to encounter people touched in a special way by God. Angel is one of  these. It comes through in 
his reverence and dedication to God, the love and interest expressed in his eyes, his warm and engaging smile, and his 
keen interest in the stories of  others. Please join us in continuing to pray for Angel Rodriguez. 

Melia Reed

Thank you Sandie Taylor for honoring Father 
Carmelo with this awesome anniversary sign. 

Congratulation to Father Carmelo

SERRA CLUB NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON NEWS 

Melia and Doug Reed met with Angel Rodriguez

VOCATION VICE PRESIDENTS BUSY AT WORK 

Sandie Taylor and Donna Rueby set this sign up honoring 
Father Roger with this anniversary sign. 

Congratulation to Father Roger
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SERRA CLUB NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON NEWS 

September Religious Ordination Anniversaries 
8 - Dcn. Rene Ramon, St. Mary Magdalene 
9 - Sister Emmanuel Utulu, Daughters of  Divine Love 
11 - Bishop Italo Dell’Oro 
12 - Father Richard Barker, St. Philip the Apostle 
21 - Sister Jane Michael, Sisters of  Jesus the Saviour Convent

September Birthdays  
6 - Dcn. Michael Cruz, St. Martha 
6 - Porter Taylor 
8 - Dcn. Bob MacFarlane, St. Martha 
9 - Dcn. Guy Puglia 
21 - Dcn. Rene Ramon, St. Mary Magdalene 
24 - Lynn Lucas 
30 - Father Felix Osasona, St. Mary Magdalene 
30 - Rita Girau 
30 - Bob Sponaugle

For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact,                 Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Prayers for : 

• All suffering from Covid and for an end to this 
dangerous virus. 

•  People of  Kabul and peace for all 

A Note from VP of Membership, Lisa Field 

We are very happy to welcome back our former 
member Nick Quinn.   Nick was instrumental as a 
Charter Member in beginning the Serra Club 
Northeast of  Houston.  We know Nick will be a 
valuable asset to our club.   

We are very pleased to add new members who always bring 
new ideas and energy to our organization.  

Letters of thanks…..

DID YOU KNOW? 
Your Board of  directors meet the first Monday of  
each month to discuss Serra Northeast of  Houston 
business.  Is there a topic you would like the board to 
discuss? Your input is important.  Please contact 
Mark, mhalleck@icloud.com, or any of  the other 
members.

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
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SEPTEMBER SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

5 - St. Teresa of  Calcutta -  The name “Mother Teresa” is synonymous with kindness, charity, mercy, and 
beauty. A modern-day saint, whom many of  us probably remember, founded the Missionaries of  Charity, was 
remarkably influential in both the Church and secular world, won the Nobel Peace Price, and perhaps most 
significant, remained faithful even through an intense period of  spiritual darkness. 

 3 - St. Gregory the Great - A Benedictine Monk elected Pope at only 50 years old, we could call Gregory 
the “bold” pope. He was far from wimpy, didn’t stand for weak, unworthy priests, and he defended the 
goodness and beauty of  the liturgy, ensuring its consistency. 

13 - St. John Chrysostom - Known as the “golden-tongued” preacher from Antioch, John was a 
profoundly powerful orator who was known to give two hour sermons. He often preached on the need for 
wives and husbands to be faithful to one another and being generous in service to the poor. 

17 - St. Robert Bellarmine - A Jesuit and Pope Clement VIII’s theologian, Robert Bellarmine wrote two 
catechisms that greatly informed and formed the faithful of  his day. He lived simply, eating the food given to 
the poor, and often spoke harshly on priests and bishops living extravagantly.  Canonized in 1930 and declared 
a Doctor of  the Church, he’s one of  the greatest minds the Church has ever seen. 

18 - St. Joseph of  Cupertino - There’s a quick way to describe Joseph of  Cupertino: he 
could levitate and he was a terrible student. Legend has it that Joseph prayed to only be 
tested on information he knew, and despite being a poor student, he passed through 
seminary and was ordained in 1628. He’s the patron saint of  pilots and test-takers, rightly 
so

26 - St. Paul VI - A Pope wise beyond his time, Paul VI is perhaps best known for writing the 
prolific and prophetic Humanae Vitae, the groundbreaking, controversial papal document 
prohibiting birth control and predicting much of  the issues our culture faces today.  He traveled 
extensively while Pope, visiting the United States, India, countries in Africa and Asia, and he was 
responsible for implementing diplomatic relations with forty new countries. He will be canonized 
on October 14, 2018, while the Synod on Youth, Faith, and Vocational Discernment will be 
convened. 

Sept saints

https://epicpew.com/seven-saints-for-surviving-september/
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

Put your trust in Me so you can discover 
My unfailing Love shining on the midst of  
your troubles.  When you are struggling with 
discouragement, you need to assert your trust 
in Me over and over again. 

Jesus Always, Sarah Young 


